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PRESS INFORMATION

04 July 2006

LARGEST EVER COLLECTION OF ORIGINAL ARTWORK BY CARTOONIST GILES TO BE AUCTIONED

The most significant collection of original cartoons, letters, signed work and memorabilia by the late cartoonist Giles is due to be auctioned on 13 July in Ipswich by auctioneers Suffolks.co.uk

Most significant amongst the 50 lots are nine art boards of preparatory pencil sketches made whilst Giles was planning cartoons. These give a unique insight into his craftsmanship, showing his ideas taking shape in pencil complete with rubbings out, draft characters and his aid memoire notes. These boards were a gift to his former secretary, it is believed that no other such preparatory sketches exist.

An unexpected item in the sale is a pair of Church's carpet slippers bearing the Prince of Wales crest, given to Giles as a gift from Prince Charles, one of his greatest admirers. The Royal family are known to be owners of several Giles original cartoons.

Among the original, signed cartoons is a colour drawing showing Terry Waite attending a Fleet Street 'Saints and Sinners' Charity Ball dated December 5 1986, one month before he was kidnapped in Beirut. Other signed originals include a well-known cartoon, published in 1983, showing a cat being rescued from a factory chimney, another dated 1983 featuring a poacher confronted by a policeman, a 1962 cartoon commenting on the GPO strike and a colour cartoon showing a mating bull in a field with a caption relating to the Smithfield Show.

The collection also includes a letter from Giles to a friend that accompanies the gift of a Lyons Quick Brew tea towel featuring the Giles cartoon family. There will also be a large quantity of signed Giles Annuals including a set of later editions addressed to a friend still in the original unopened envelopes sent from the Daily Express office.

Auction catalogues are available from www.suffolks.co.uk or by telephoning Suffolks Auctioneers on 01473 210200.
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